
<v 



fii of?- 


DRAFT : HA/HR; Barbara Bowie :d jr : OB/08/79 




MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS 

Judith De Lokman 

Rebecca Wilson, Amnesty International 
Alejandro Deutsch 
George Lister 
Barbara Bowie 







Mrs. Lokman came to Washington directly from Rome where 
she unsuccessfully sought an audience with the Pope. 


She intended to ask both the Pope and President 
Carter to intervene on behalf of her husband Jaime 
Lokman who had been held under PEN status in Argentina 
since March 1976. Mr. Lokman has suffered three heart 


attacks this summer and she is fearful that he will not 


live to be released from prison. 


Mrs. Lokman 1 s first request was that she be given an 
opportunity to see President Carter, so that she might 
personally ask i or his assistance in her husband's case. 
When Mr. Lister and Miss. Bowie explained that this 
would be difficult to arrange she asked that a letter be 
sent from the President to President Videla, or to 
Interior Minister liurguindeguy asking for her husbands 
release . 


She stated that a third petition for permission for 
Mr. Lokman to exercise his right of option to leave 
Argentina had been filed with the Argentine Government on 
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July 31. His first two petitions were denied. She feels 

that the Embassy in Buenos Aires has done 'bverything 

possible and impossible” to help her husband, but to no 

avail. She believes that only a Presidential request 

can help him now. 

» 

Mrs. Lokman has been told that President Videla^ 
responding to international pressure on her husband's 
behalf, was ready to release him, but that Genearl 
Menendez, who has regional authority over political 
prisoners has argued to the contrary. She believes 
Menedez holds the key to her husband's fate. 

Rebecca Wilson emphasized the lack of medical 
attention at Rawson prison and the dangers of the cold 
climate for Mr. Lokman in his weakened condition. 

Mr. Lokman is an "adopted prisoner” of the Atlanta 
Chapter of Amnesty International. Mrs. Lokman believes 
that her husband, who has never been formally charged 
with a crime may be the victim of a personal Vendetta 
based on his business as an automobile dealer. 

Mr. Lister and Miss Bowie offered to look into the 
possibility of arranging an appointment with the President 
but indicated that given the very short notice of the request, 
this would be difficult. Mrs. Lokman was to call at 4:00 p. xn 
to find out what could be done about her request. It was also 
noted that it would be possible to continue to look into 


Mr . Deutsh siad that his experience as a 
released PEN prisoner indicated that outside pressure 
had a significant effect on the decisions of the 

Argentine military the more and the higher level 

the better. 
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